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construed according to the mere factual circumstances, and
statutes are not to be deemed any longer to demand legitimate
birth or blood relationship.
(b) Major rights acquired by foreign act.BB A group of
cases is characterized by larger rights granted in the state of
adoption than in the state of distribution. In particular, the
statute applicable to the succession may be wholly ignorant of
the kind of adoption accomplished abroad. We have to distin-
guish as follows:
(i) Law of situs of immovables. A social and ethical back-
ground such as lay behind the famous Statute of Merton (A.D.
1236)89 and still continued at the time of the English case
of Eirtwhistle v. Vardill (A.D. 1840)90 may well have re-
quired birth in lawful wedlock as the sole title to succession to
land. This conception, however, seems finally to have lost
its hold in the English land law. But it survives strangely in
the Alabama courts,91 while in Florida foreign adopted chil-
dren are excluded unless they become citizens of the state.92
The Supreme Court of Mississippi overruled its former ac-
ceptance of this conception in 1917 with the express denial of a
public policy preventing the adopted child from inheriting.93
Surprisingly in one decision, the French Court of Cassation also
applied the law of the situs rather than that governing adop-
tion, as a pretext for sticking to French law.94
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